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infecting station, and 1,181 bundles of clothing and bedding were disin- 
fected. There were 14 rejections among crews and steerage passengers 
because of fever. 

The cholera situation remains practically unchanged, 38 cases and 31 
deaths having been reported during the week. The disease is confined 
to the lower-class native population. Of the total reported cases, 2 were 
Indians and 36 were Chinese. 

Thirty-three cases and 33 deaths from plague were also reported, 
making a total thus far this year of 136 cases and 130 deaths. The cases 
during the week were distributed as follows : One Japanese, 2 Indians, 
and 30 Chinese. 

One case of puerperal fever, terminating fatally, 1 case of typhus 
fever, and 1 case of smallpox were also reported. The case of typhus 
fever is the only one reported during the past two years. Because of 
the numerous shipments of stock cattle to the Philippine Islands, 
diseases among animals become of importance from a sanitary stand- 
point. Foot-and-mouth disease is quite common and rinderpest has 
frequently been reported. A disease recently appeared among the 
dairy cows in the city which was reported as rinderpest. Dr. Gibson, 
the colonial veterinary surgeon, however, informs me that it is not 
rinderpest, though the symptoms are somewhat alike. The disease 
develops rapidly. At first the animal does not look particularly ill, 
but examination shows a temperature of 104° to 106° F. Watery 
and mucous diarrhea soon develops, and later is tinged with blood. 
The rectum and vagina are intensely hyperemic and discharge quanti- 
ties of mucus. Emaciation rapidly comes on and the animal dies of 
exhaustion. 

At necropsy the most characteristic findings are intense congestion of 
the ' ' fourth stomach ' ' with ulceration. Peyers patches are swollen and 
frequently ulcerated. The messenteric glands are also swollen. The 
pharynx and stomach are apparently normal, and there are no skin 
lesions, as found in rinderpest. Dr. Gibson, to whom I am indebted 
for the above statements, says that the disease is probably endemic on 
the mainland and that it is. infectious, as a rod-like bacterium has been 
found which is fatal to guinea pigs. Further work is being carried on 
by Dr. Hunter, the colonial bacteriologist, with the view of isolating 
the specific organism. 

Respectfully, John W. Kerr, 

Assistant Surgeon. 

The Surgeon- General. 

Report from Hongkong — Increase in nuniber of plague cases — Cholera at 

Macao. 

Hongkong, China, June S, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the abstract of bills of 
health issued at this port during the week ended May 31, 1902. Eleven 
steamers were inspected during the week, 1,088 individuals were bathed 
at the disinfecting station, and 1,511 bundles of clothing and bedding 
were disinfected by steam. There were 32 rejections because of fever. 
Since April 1 we have taken the temperature of all steerage passengers. 
The temperatures are taken just prior to the disinfection, and cases that 
show any elevation at that time are given a special examination at the 
hour of sailing. 

The cholera figures show a slight improvement during the week, 32 
cases and 31 deaths having been reported. Of this number, 4 were 
Europeans, 25 were Chinese, and 3 were other Asiatics. The total cases 
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and deaths reported as due to cholera are therefore 324 and 289, respec- 
tively. Eeports from Macao indicate that that city is at present suffer- 
ing from a sharp epidemic of cholera. This condition, following the 
recent heavy rains, can be understood when it S3 known that the city 
water supply comes from wells or is carried from streams by coolies. 

A telegram from the United States consul at Poochow states that 
there is "absolutely no" cholera in that district. 

There was a decided increase in the number of plague cases in this 
city daring the week, 52 cases and 50 deaths having been reported. 
Of the total cases, 51 were Chinese and 1 was an European. The total 
plague figures thus far this year are, therefore, 188 cases and 180 
deaths as compared with 956 cases and 896 deaths during the same 
period last year — that is, from January 1 to June 1. One case of enteric 
fever, an European, was also reported during the week. 

The mortality statistics of the colony for the month of March, 1902, 
show that there was a total of 422 deaths from all causes. Of this 
number, 19 were among the British and foreign population. 

The percentage of mortality among the British and foreign commu- 
nity was 20. 7 per 1,000 per annum ; among the Chinese land population, 
17.4 per 1,000; among the Chinese harbor population, 10.9 per 1,000, 
and among the whole population, excluding army and navy, 16.6 per 
1,000 per annum. 

Of the total deaths reported, 10 were due to smallpox, 2 to enteric 
fever, 27 to cholera, 13 to choleraic diarrhea, 19 to diarrhea, 1 to dysen- 
tery, 1 to bubonic plague, 20 to malaria, 23 to beriberi, 15 to tubercu- 
losis, 5 to meningitis, 7 to idiopathic tetanus, 35 to bronchitis, 52 to 
pneumonia, 68 to phthisis, and 8 to other respiratory diseases. 
Eespectfully, John W. Keek, 

Assistant Surgeon. 

The Surgeon-General. 

COLOMBIA. 

Weekly report of conditions and transactions at Bocas del Toro — Fruit port. 

Bocas del Toro, Colombia, June 24, 1902. 

Sie : I have the honor to make the following report of the conditions 
and transactions at this port during the week ended June 23, 1902 : 

Population according to census, not obtainable. Number of cases 
and deaths from yellow fever during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from smallpox during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from typhus fever during the week, none ; number of 
cases and deaths from cholera during the week, none ; number of cases 
and deaths from plague during the week, none ; number of deaths from 
other causes during the week, 2. Prevailing diseases, malarial in char- 
acter. One of the above deaths (a soldier) due to malarial pneumonia 
and the other to incised wound of left lung — accidental machete wound. 
General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels : June 18, steamship 
Mount Vernon; crew, 19; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in 
transit, none ; baggage disinfected, none ; steamship Hispania; crew, 22 ; 
passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; baggage 
disinfected, none. June 21, steamship A labama; crew, 19 ; passengers from 
this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; baggage disinfected, none. 
Eespectfully, Paul Osterhout, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

The Surgeon-General. 



